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Congress of 1934 fully explains the official attitude wit
regard to theseprikhkbateli* He said: "Another question is th
abnormal burden placed upon the machinery of the collectiv
farms by various parasites who have nothing to do with th<
work of the collective farms, but are paid work-days, i.e
in kind." Rudzutak went on to explain that he referred t
postal officials and employees of the road administration an<
transport institutes, etc. This explains a report recentl;
published in the Soviet press according to which sixt
station officials from Kazakstan and the lower Volga ha<
escaped to the Donetz region, to eke out an existence then
as workmen. The alleged reason was that the wages the;
were to receive were higher, but no doubt they fled simpl;
to escape starvation.
As for the non-privileged categories in the towns, thei
treatment consists in a more intense application of the possi-
bilities for the destruction of undesirable elements which th<
rationing system puts into Moscow's hands. How deliberate!]
and systematically it goes to work is best proved by th<
passport decree (referred to in an earlier chapter) which was
enforced in the summer of 1933 in various towns, a measure
which is probably unique of its kind.
The main object of this measure was to regulate the "liquida-
tion'* of expelled persons. It provided that all inhabitants o1
the towns in question whose passports were not renewed were
to proceed to a place at least sixty miles distant from the town,
Thus at one stroke the towns were freed of the unemployed;
of the lyshentsy, expelled persons, etc. The authorities had
no longer to fear that the sight of them might produce aa
unfavourable impression on foreign guests of honour. What
happened sixty miles away was another question; even ii
they died of starvation the towns were rid of them. Shortly
after its promulgation the passport decree was extended to
another twenty-five towns and to the western frontier zon^
to a depth of sixty miles, as well as to new factory plants^